A Review of Gynecologic Oncology in the Global Setting: Educating and Training the Next Generation of Women's Health Providers.
Women in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) are responsible for the stability of their families. Child survival is directly linked to the health and well-being of their mother. Cancer is the leading cause of morbidity and mortality worldwide, and the incidence and mortality for women from cancer are projected to increase over the coming decades. Gynecologic cancer outcomes are improved when women are cared for by a gynecologic oncologist; however, there are limited specialized providers in LMICs. Increasing interest and involvement from specialists in the United States will improve partnerships abroad and the care of women worldwide. To summarize the importance of global gynecologic oncology care and the current data for US trainees in obstetrics and gynecology to participate in clinical and capacity-building opportunities. We performed a PubMed literature search for articles pertaining to the topic of global health education in obstetrics and gynecology and gynecologic oncology specifically. Many obstetric and gynecologic residency programs offer international opportunities, but these are less than those in other specialties and are more frequently focused in obstetrics. Many gynecologic oncology fellowship programs offer international experiences for fellows; however, the time and resources required are limited. Several US and international programs are ongoing to improve capacity building for gynecologic oncology in LMICs with local trainees. Training and care in gynecologic oncology care worldwide are improving through efforts at multiple levels. Continued efforts are needed to improve US trainee international education and experience.